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Cause and conseqence
the factors or circumstances that cause something to happen and the consequent results or impact 

on future events

Objectives:  Understand the difference between cause and consequence;
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Use the following activities to systematically introduce the concepts

Introduce the terms

Introduce attribute #1

CONCEPTCONCEPTCONCEPT

THINKINGTHINKINGTHINKINGTHINKING

 Ask students to suggest words that describe the relationship between the events in each state-

ment.

I burned my hand when I touched the hot stove. !

I slept in and missed my bus. !
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The door was locked so I didn’t go to class. !

Introduce the terms cause and consequence if students have not suggested them. Invite students  
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of each term.

 ! Using the activities that follow, introduce three basic attributes of cause and consequence and, 

with older students, two advanced attributes.

#1) Events have immediate and underlying causes.

#2) Consequences can be intended or unintended, and immediate or 

delayed.

#3) All prior events are not causes. All subsequent events are not consequences. 

There must be reason to believe that one event influenced the other.

#4) 4. Events have different types of causes (e.g., social, political, economic, 

cultural, or psychological).

#5 Consequences may be direct or indirect.

A  !"#$ %&'() Events have immediate and underlying causes.

 Provide students with a copy of Midnight accident (Activity Midnight accident

Sheet #1A). Invite students to discuss in groups and then 

share with the class all the causes of the incident. Introduce 

the distinction between immediate causes—the events 

that are most closely connected with the incident (e.g., 

the victim’s need for cigarettes, the victim was hit by a 

car)—and underlying causes—broader circumstances 

that led up to or less directly contributed to the incident 

(e.g., poor road maintenance, lax law enforcement). 
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these two categories.

 Point out to students that while some causes have 
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rarely have a single cause.
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ACTIVITY SHEET #1A

Midnight accident
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*  !"#$ %&'+) Consequences can be intended or unintended, and immediate or delayed.

 Ask students to describe a situation in their own lives where some

thing unexpected happened as a result of an action. In addition, ask 

students to describe a situation where some consequences were 

immediate and other happened quite some time after the event. 

Provide students with a copy of Goat, Canucks, Goat (Activity 

Sheet #1B). Invite students to read the story and brainstorm 

the actual and potential consequences of the Canuck fan’s 

action. Ask students to sort their list of consequences into 

intended and unintended, and immediate and delayed. 

*  !"#$ %&',) All prior events are not causes. All subsequent 

events are not consequences. There must be 
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the other.

Provide students with a copy of  Sorting events (Activity Sheet 

#1C). Explain to students that the events are associated with the 

Prince’s marriage to Cinderella in the familiar fairy tale. Invite 

students to sort the list into two categories: events before the 

marriage and events after the marriage. Once students have 

completed this initial sorting activity, instruct them to sort 

the two piles of cards in the following manner:

sort the “before” events into two categories: causes  !

of the marriage of Cinderella and the Prince and 

simply preceding events; and

sort the “after” events into two categories: conse- !

quences of the incident and simply subsequent events. 
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consequence relationship. Invite students to think of an example of an incident in their life 

(e.g., doing well on an essay assignment). Invite students to create a web such as the one below, 

identifying which of the prior and subsequent events are causes and consequences of the incident 

by colouring and linking them with arrows.
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Goat, Canucks, Goat
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ACTIVITY SHEET #1B
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Introduce attribute #3

Introduce attribute #2
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ACTIVITY SHEET #1C

Sorting events
Incident: Cinderella and the Prince marry

Sort the cards into two categories: events before the incident, events after the incident

Sort the “before” events into two categories: causes, preceding events

Sort the “after” events into two categories: consequences, subsequent events

Cinderella is mistreated by her 

stepmother and stepsisters.

The fairy godmother magically makes 

Cinderella a gown and carriage so she can 

go to the ball, but she warns Cinderella 

that she must be home by midnight.

The Prince and Cinderella dance.

Cinderella runs away from 

the ball at midnight before the magic 

spell runs out, but she loses her glass 

slipper as she runs away.

The stepsisters were astonished to find out 

Cinderella was the beautiful princess.

Cinderella is freed from the cruel treatment 

of her stepmother and stepsisters.

Cinderella is not allowed to 
go to the ball.

Cinderella meets the Prince 
at the ball.

The Prince is smitten by 

Cinderella’s beauty and charm.

The Prince discovers that Cinderella’s 

foot is the only one in his kingdom 

that will fit the glass slipper.

The Prince and Cinderella 

live happily ever after.

The old King dies and 

the Prince is crowned King.
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